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Originally published in 1927, Bobby Jones&#39;s Down the Fairway has become what Sports

Illustrated calls "an incontestable classic." Part memoir, part golf instructional, part golf historyâ€”and

including wonderful vintage photographsâ€”Down the Fairway is a must read for all who care about

this most fascinating sport. Amazingly, Bobby Jonesâ€”along with sports journalist O.B.

Keelerâ€”wrote this book when he was only 24 years old. His thinking was that, having just become

the first golfer ever to win both U.S. and British Open titles in one year (1926), he would never

perform at such a high level again. It seemed a good time, then, to tell his story.In an age of big

money, lucrative endorsements, TV contracts, and pouting millionaires, this ernest volume comes

as a breath of fresh air. Infused with Jones&#39;s deep knowledge of and pure passion for the

game, it evokes a long-ago time when an amateur could be the best in the world.
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If you not only enjoy playing golf but also cherish the game's traditions and values, and if you could

purchase only one book about golf, this is it. Whether or not Jones is the greatest golfer ever is a

judgment I eagerly entrust to those foolish enough to debate it. Suffice to say that he was among

the greatest players and among the finest gentlemen ever associated with golf. Published in 1927

when Jones was just 25, three years before he won what has since been designated "The Grand

Slam", this is a book in which Jones (in collaboration with Keeler) invites his reader to accompany

him "down the fairway" of a life as well as a game. The first eleven chapters review the competitive

process until what he characterizes as his "Biggest Year." In the final chapter of Part One, Jones



observes that, "I started the year 1926 with one glorious licking and closed it with another. And it

was the biggest golf-year I'll ever have." Or so he then thought. In that year, we're told, "Walter

Hagen gave me the first drubbing, and of all the workmanlike washings-up I have experienced, this

was far and away the most complete" and later, "George [von Elm] was too much for me....He

simply outplayed me. It was coming to him....It was George's turn. So the biggest Year ended, as it

began, with a beating. Still, I'll always feel kindly toward 1926."In Part Two, Jones shares just about

everything he has learned (to that point) about the mental as well as physical skills needed to play

golf well. What struck me, throughout the book, is Jones's candor. For example, "There are times

when I feel I know less about what I am doing than anybody else in the world.
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